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parliaments can be involved in war by the British
electorate was one which he left in the background.
For a moment Sir Joseph Ward confronted him
with the point; but he dextrously parried it.1 Yet
had Sir Joseph continued to press him, the head of
the Imperial Government must have admitted that
by declaring war a British ministry involved the
whole of the Dominions in war. He must have
admitted that Dominion ' autonomy/ however
6 absolute, unfettered, and complete' in local affairs,
did not extend to issues of national life and death,
and that ministerial responsibility to Parliament
and the people in the first, last, and greatest of
public interests exists only in the British Isles,
and has yet to be attained by the people of the
Dominions.

In this conference of tf governments with govern- Reiuct-
'ments' attempts to discuss Imperial relations in imperial6
the true sense of the word have throughout been ^fto
regarded as something of an indiscretion.     The discuss
term c Imperial relations ' has been largely appropri- imperial
ated to matters which already are and always must pro
be within the province of Dominion governments.
Their   control   over   patents,   copyrights,   postal
arrangements, telegraphs, tariffs, shipping subsidies,
and such like is ' absolute, unfettered, and complete.'
A final responsibility for these matters is vested

1 THE PRESIDENT : We cannot get a contribution to the Navy
without the assent of the Dominion.

SIR JOSEPH WARD : But you can involve them in war.

THE PRESIDENT : That is another matter. I am speaking now
of the naval contribution. Canada has never given us a naval
contribution.

SIR JOSEPH WARD : I know that is so.

(Cd. 5745, p. 55.)